Tracing your

Irish Ancestors
Discovering that you may have an
Irish connection is very exciting –
but how do you go about tracing your
ancestors?
Having an expert who understands Irish
history and how and where the Irish
records are stored is a great start.
Irish Ancestors Direct, based in Killarney,
is run by Mary Howard and Catriona
Dunlea. They set up the business almost
ten years ago and have helped hundreds
of people locate their true Irish roots.
‘Irish Ancestors Direct was originally set
up as a research company, but it soon
became apparent that clients wanted a
more interactive experience in terms of
researching their family history, and that

there was a niche market for training
clients how to continue and develop their
own research on their family backgrounds
and roots,’ Mary says.
‘In tracing one’s roots a person gains a
personal understanding of the history
of the ancestors’ locality, extending to
Ireland.’
Irish family history is shaped by 16th,
17th, 18th, and 19th century confiscation
and plantation of lands, penal laws
and famine. As a result, Kerry suffered
from high levels of emigration, mainly
to America. Increasingly, many of the
descendants of these emigrants are
seeking their roots.
Mary explains how to begin the process.
‘Researching one’s ancestors starts
in the home country,’ she says. ‘An
in-depth study of US sources such
as census, naturalisation papers and
immigration/passenger records may
provide information regarding which
part of Ireland their ancestors originated.
On locating the county of origin, and
hopefully the townland name, a search of
land and church records of that locality
needs to be made.’
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‘As civil records only commenced in
1864, it is necessary to examine Catholic
and Church of Ireland baptismal records.
However, burial records were rarely
maintained,’ she explains.
‘Frequently, variations in spelling
of surnames as well as changes to
administrative
and
ecclesiastical
boundaries can cause difficulties.’
Irish Ancestors Direct has many years of
experience in helping people trace their
ancestral roots. In recent years much more
material has become accessible online.
In 2017 and 2018, Irish Ancestors Direct
collaborated with Kilcummin Historical
Group in a voluntary Community project.
Tomb and gravestone inscriptions
in Old Kilcummin Graveyard were
photographed and recorded. These
are now freely available for viewing on
www.historicgraves.com. In addition, this
website contains many other graveyards
that have been recorded both nationally
and internationally.
Further information:
www.irishancestorsdirect.ie
irishancestorsdirect@gmail.com
or contact Mary Howard or Catriona
Dunlea on 00 353 87 1527050.

